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HERITAGE NOW

In this new section we bring you a round-up of news from other heritage organisations

World-class art in Norwich

A new exhibition, Great British Art?, opens

at Norwich Castle in October. It forms part

of The Great British Art Debate, a national
partnership project which brings together
Tate Britain, Tyne and Wear Museums,
Museums Shefhield, Norfolk Museums and
Archaeology Service and the Institute of
International Visual Arts (InIVA) in

a series of exhibitions exploring themes of
national, regional and personal identity.
The project is supported by the National
Lottery through the Heritage Lottery Fund
and Renaissance in the Regions — museums
for changing lives.

The project brings world-class art to the
regions from national collections. Spanning
the period from 1750 to the present day,
Great British Art? includes landscapes by
the great Romantics: Turner, Constable,
Crome and Cotman. Paintings by 20th-
century artists Paul Nash and Wyndham
Lewis reveal the devastation of World Wars
I and II. Contemporary pieces include
Tony Cragg’s Britain seen from the North,
made in 1981 when he felt the nation was
beset by social and economic difficulties.
Tracey Emin’s very personal textile-based
work, Hate and Power Can be a Terrible

Thing, comments on war and British
institutions.

Other local highlights include Ivy
Smith’s Golden Wedding and John Opie’s
major civic portrait of Norwich Mayor, John
Harvey, the largest and arguably the most
ambitious portrait in the collection, which
has not been seen in public for some time.

Gallery visitors will be encouraged to
take part in the debate, to consider what
makes these works great and whether they
are truly representative of Great British Art.

The exhibition runs from 24 October
2009 to 19 January 2010. For opening
times and prices visit www.museums.

norfolk.gov.uk or call 01603 493625.

Above: Hate and Power Can be a Terrible Thing,
2004, Tracey Emin (1968-), © Tate, London 2009
Left: Britain Seen from the North, 1981, Tony Cragg
(1949-), © Tate, London 2009

Exploring the
Norwich yards

Norwich Heritage Projects is a new group
aiming to bring the history of Norwich to
life through a combination of advanced
digital technology, local expertise and
heritage resources. Set up by heritage
enthusiasts and volunteers, the group has
selected the Norwich Yards as its first
project. It follows the development of the
yards from their beginnings as courts of
rich 18th-century merchants through their
deterioration into slums in the first quarter
of the 20th century and destruction during
the extensive slum clearance schemes of the
1930s (when Norwich’s first council estates

Photo: Norfolk Library and Information Services

were built). Finally it explores how the yards
have survived today and continue to play an
important role in the life of the city.

The team’s presentation on the Norwich
Yards Project, featuring historic photographs
and recorded memories of people who
remember the yards in the 1920s and 1930s,
was screened at the Fusion gallery in The
Forum during Heritage Open Days. Now
a website (www.norwich-yards.co.uk) has
been launched, as well as an accompanying
illustrated brochure, written by Brenda Reed
(price £2). See www.norwich-yards.co.uk
for stockists.

Left: Pope’s Head Yard at 7 St Peter’s Street
(pictured here in 1934) was named after the Pope’s
Head pub, which is recorded as trading as early as
the 1500s
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Old memories

of the city

Three new DVDs take you back
in time to see how Norwich used
to be. Produced by local company,
Independent Studios, the DVDs
feature material from the East
Anglian Film Archive. Norwich
Before the War tells the story
of pre-World War II Norwich,
including a tram ride through
the city streets in 1902, shopping
at Bonds in the 1920s and
Norwich’s thriving cattle market
in the 1930s. In contrast, Norwich
in the Sixties (Parts 1 and 2) shows
the cattle market moved from the
city centre, the end of era of steam
railways and the opening of the
University of East Anglia.

Each DVD costs £9.99 and
is available from local libraries,
HMYV and local independent
bookshops, or online at
www.archivefilmshop.co.uk.

Above and above right: Scenes from
Norwich'’s history, drawn from the East
Anglian Film Archive, captured on two
new DVDs

Events at Dragon Hall

There is a packed programmed of events at
Dragon Hall this autumn. Among the highlights
are half-term activities, including Halloween
holiday fun for families. From Monday 26 to
Friday 30 October staff and volunteers will

help young visitors make and paint masks and
pictures, including glow-in-the-dark items,

Above: A sample of stump embroidery created at
Dragon Hall

as part of 7he Big Draw. All the activities are
included in normal admission charges.

As part of ‘Stunning Stumpwork’, a
five-week textile course, participants will be
invited to explore the techniques used to
create breathtaking 3D embroidery and learn
more about the intricacies of the medieval
craft of stumpwork in a workshop led by Julie
MacKenzie. The course runs from 10 November
to 8 December, 10am—3pm each Tuesday. No
previous experience is necessary, but course
numbers will be limited to 10 people (cost
£145/£120 concessions).

December also sees two Christmas markets,
giving visitors the opportunity to buy unusual
and stylish Christmas presents. The now
traditional Medieval Christmas Market (5 and
6 December) attracts traders in period costume
from all over the UK and northern Europe,
with a wide variety of medieval-themed goods
on offer. The following weekend (12 and 13
December) 7he Best of Norfolk showcases arts
and crafts from nearer home, with some of the
finest artists and craft makers in the county
displaying their creations.

For further information on all events,
contact Dragon Hall on 01603 663922 or
visit www.dragonhall.org.

We have one copy of Norwich
Before the War to give away.
To enter, email your name and
address to info@heritagecity.
org with “Autumn DVD
competition” in the subject
line or write, with your name
and address to: Autumn DVD
competition, Norwich HEART,
The Guildhall, PO Box 3130,
Norwich NR2 1XR. Entries must
be received by 31 October
2009. The winner will be
notified by 13 November.

The winner of a copy of Real
Ale Walks in Norfolk from our
last issue was Ros Heaney from
Bradwell, Great Yarmouth.

If you would like to submit

any news for consideration

for the Heritage Now section,
please send press releases to
christinalister@heritagecity.org.
The deadline for submitting
content for the winter issue

is 1 November.

The King Street Research
Group is running a course of
10 sessions on ‘Passing the time
- sport, leisure and pastimes
from the middle ages to the
20th century’ from October
2009 to March 2010. The course
will identify historical sources
and encourage participants to
write articles based on their
research. It will be run by

Dr Mary Fewster at Wensum
Lodge on King Street, costing
£85. For more information call
Nick Williams on 01603 300371
or email spinney72@aol.com.
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400 years of a
Nortolk family

Tony Sims of Norfolk Heraldry Society writes: In 2008,
to celebrate the 400th anniversary of the mayoralty
of Sir John Pettus, Norwich Historic Churches Trust
conserved and redisplayed the famous Pettus family
monuments in St Simon and St Jude’s church.

As part of the process, Norfolk Heraldry Society
was asked to reassess the heraldic evidence of the two
magnificent tombs (although other family members
are undoubtedly buried elsewhere in the church). On
the south chancel arch wall there is a figural plaque of
Thomas Pettus and his wife Christian Dethick, who
both died at the end of the 16th century.

More impressive, however, is the full-height
monument of his son and an important cloth
merchant in the city, Sir John Pettus (Mayor
1608-9), on the north side of the chancel arch.
Dating from the early 17th century, the tomb shows
Sir John kneeling opposite his wife, the Suffolk
heiress Bridget Curtis, with their arms carved on the
prayer desk between them. Below them is their son
Sir Augustine, who predeceased his father, recumbent
on the altar tomb. Norfolk Heraldry Society’s
research has therefore reversed the traditional
identification of the figures.

For more information contact Tony Sims,
Norfolk Heraldry Society, at ptsims26@hotmail.
com, 01508 493832.

Left: Sir Thomas Pettus (by
kind permission of Norwich
Castle Museum). Above:
the plaque in St Simon and
St Jude’s church, which
depicts Sir Thomas and his
wife, Christian Dethick.
Below right: the monument
showing Sir John and his
wife, Bridget Curtis

T In 1608 Sir John Pettus, knight and mayor of
the city, set up the first public library outside
London in St Andrew’s Hall. A number of his
books are still in the collections of Norfolk
Libraries and Information Service.

T In 1611 Sir John invested £25 in the Virginia
Company of London, entitling him to two
shares and 200 acres of land in Virginia.

T A Captain Thomas Pettus is listed in the Earl
of Northumberland’s army during the Scottish
campaign of 1640. This Pettus was later made
baronet by Charles | in 1641. In 1643, as with
other Royalists, he had his house searched for
weapons by pro-Parliamentary militia. Another
Sir John Pettus, from Chediston in Suffolk was
arrested and briefly imprisoned in the ‘Poor
Knights' apartments at Windsor Castle.

T In Virginia around 1656, Captain (later
Colonel) Thomas Pettus raised tobacco
and mulberry trees. Silk from the latter
enterprise was presented to Charles I, who
acknowledged the gift, saying “he had worn
Virginia silk, which was not inferior to that
produced in other countries”.

T During the Second World War 2nd Lieutenant
Reginald Hoffman Pettus from Keysville,
Virginia, flew B17 Fortresses from Rattlesden,
near Bury St Edmunds. Shot down over
Zwickau, Germany, the whole crew ended up
at Stalag Luft Il in Silesia. Pettus threw away
the scrapbook he had kept throughout the
Long March from Poland to Germany in 1945,
but fortunately one of his crewmen retrieved
it from the snow and it is now on microfilm at
the Library of Virginia.

T In 1960, James T Pettus and his English wife
June had their children William and Ruth
baptised at St Simon and St Jude church.

T In 2008, bringing the story full circle, William
Walker Pettus IVth from the USA attended
the Power of the Word exhibition in Norwich
to celebrate the first municipal library started
by his ancestor Sir John Pettus. William helped
considerably with the history for this article.
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FROM THE DATABASE

HEART is currently compiling a database that will become an online portal full of information
on Norwich’s heritage — people, buildings, events, organisations and industries. Most of the
articles have been written by volunteers who are passionate about various elements of the
city’s history. Once launched, this database will be accessible free online.

As a new feature for HEART News, we'll be bringing you a different article from the
database in each issue. We start with Kirsty Way's profile of Jeremiah James Colman

— very topical this month!

Jeremiah James Colman, 1830-98

The man who turned mustard from luxury item to popular condiment

J&J Colman was set up at Stoke Holy
Cross in 1823 by Jeremiah James Colman’s
great-uncle and his father. Best known for
mustard, the company made flour, starch,
laundry blue (enhancer) and cornflour.

In 1856 the firm moved to a new site at
Carrow with rail and river access, making
it convenient for transporting goods and
raw materials.

Jeremiah James Colman’s genius
lay in the marketing and publicity of his
products. He arranged for Doulton to
supply cafés and restaurants with mustard
pots displaying the famous bull’s head
trademark. The company’s railway wagons
bore the logo and were painted yellow.
Promotional objects also made Colman
a household name. Products such as
mustard and flour, formerly supplied to
retailers in bulk, were packaged and labelled
individually, thus reaping the benefits of
publicity and additional profit.

The Carrow site expanded to include
packaging, barrel-making and printing
facilities. There was a foundry, smithy and
engineering facilities and the site had its
own artesian well, post and telegraph office,
and fire brigade.

Nothing was wasted. Rice fibre and
gluten left over from starch-making became
animal food. The husks of mustard seed,
crushed to produce oil, made a lubricant
and a treatment for rheumatism; the husks
themselves became a corrugated manure
cake sold to farmers and especially sought
after by French vineyards.

Jeremiah James married Caroline
Cozens-Hardy, daughter of a Norfolk
landowner, in 1856. In 1878 he purchased
Carrow Abbey, the remains of a 12¢h-
century Benedictine nunnery. The
couple also bought a house at Corton,
near Lowestoft, where they entertained
prominent guests, including the then
prime minister, William Gladstone.

Driven by concern for the wellbeing
of his employees, Jeremiah James set up
a number of saving schemes, including
compulsory accident insurance. He built
and financed a school for workers’ children
on Carrow Hill. The pupils received
instruction in normal school subjects and
also the practical skills they would need to
earn a living. Caroline installed a canteen at
Carrow in 1868, where workers could get
a hot meal at minimal cost. Probably the
first industrial nurse in Britain, Phillippa
Flowerday was appointed in 1878. By the
1880s 2,200 people worked at Carrow and
another 4,000 earned their living directly
through the company. Its profit, it is said,
derived from the mustard people left on
their plates.

Jeremiah James Colman (1830-1898), oil on canvas
by Hubert van Herkomer (1849-1914)

Aged 29 Jeremiah James was elected
to Norwich Town Council, where he
served for 12 years. He became Sheriff,
Mayor, Magistrate and Justice of the Peace
for Norwich and Deputy-Lieutenant for
Norfolk. He was elected Liberal MP for
Norwich six times. In 1870 he launched the
Eastern Daily Press and his great-grandson,
Timothy, continued the association
by becoming Chairman of the Eastern
Counties Newspapers group in the late
20th century.

Jeremiah James shunned self-publicity
and politely declined the suggestion of
a baronetcy in 1893. A keen and diligent
scholar, he bequeathed his book collections
to the city and 20 major works of art to
Norwich Castle Museum on his death
in 1898. A bronze bust of Jeremiah James
Colman can be seen in the Crome

Gallery today.

Sources

Jeremiah James Colman, a private

memoir written by his daughter

Helen Caroline Colman

Enlightened Entrepreneurs — Business Ethics
in Victorian Britain by lan Bradley
Norwich Since 1550, edited by

Carole Rawcliffe and Richard Wilson

We would love to hear from people who
have knowledge on a particular person,
building, event, organisation or industry
in Norwich and could write an entry

on it for the database. Please contact
Nick Williams for more information on
01603 599572 or email nickwilliams@
heritagecity.org.
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(Q&A SARAH HOUSDEN

Chairperson of Norwich Living History Group, which is collecting memories of The Halls for HEART

What first sparked your interest in
history and heritage?

I began listening to people’s stories about
the past when I was a volunteer at the
William Booth Day Centre for older
people. From there I trained to be

a reminiscence worker and later worked
as a reminiscence tutor for Norfolk Adult
Education’s Older People’s Team. My
interest in oral history continues to grow
— the more first-hand recollections I hear,
the more I see the need for them to be
recorded as part of our city’s heritage.

What character from history would you
like to have dinner with and why?

I would like to sit down to dinner with an
ordinary working man from 19th-century
Norwich and ask him what he thinks of
what he eats, how he earns money and
whether this is enjoyable or just the way
things are, and how he spends any free time
he has. I'd like to find out his views on the
church and state, and whether he thinks
life could or should be made any easier for
him by interventions from people in society

Above: The Music House, now part of Wensum
Lodge on King Street

Right: A Blyth School speech day in St Andrew'’s
Hall, 1953, from the Living History project on The
Halls

who hold power — a debate which still rages
today! Lastly, I'd ask him what his hopes
are for the future of Norwich.

What is Norwich’s best kept secret

and why?

I suspect that Julian of Norwich is better
known in some other parts of Europe than
she is in Norwich itself. As a book written
by a woman in the English language,
Revelations of Divine Love is an exceptional
survival, and I find it extraordinary that
more is not made of the importance

of Norwich in the history of English
literature. I have come across so many
remarkable stories about King Street and
the surrounding area, and I hope the area
continues to be revived so that the secrets of
Mother Julian, Dragon Hall and the homes
of Anne Boleyn’s family and the Duke of
Norfolk, as well as the Music House at
Wensum Lodge and the Lad’s Club, can
take up their proper place in our city’s
heritage.

What is your favourite historic building
in Norwich and why?

I really appreciate the historical
surroundings of Wensum Lodge, where

I work. My favourite parts are the Theatre
(now used as a classroom) and the Crown
room, which has the names of horses
around the walls from when the building
was used as a stable block. The whole set of
buildings has such character.

What do you think was the worst
heritage disaster in the city’s past?
Moving the Norfolk and Norwich Hospital
out to Colney — the original hospital played
such an important part in the development
of medicine in the county and country, and
it’s difficult to see why more of it couldn’t

have been saved and maintained for some
medical use.

Do you feel it is important that local
people understand and appreciate their
local heritage? If so, why?

By having a sense of the city’s past, and
all who have lived, worked, struggled and
worshipped here, I think that people can
gain a sense of the value of the city and
of themselves as citizens of the city. The
first time I read a substantial history of
Norwich, my eyes were opened to being
part of something which was bigger than
me, and that helped me (as a relatively
young person at the time) to treat my
surroundings with more respect.

How do you think the city’s heritage will
continue to influence its future?

I think we’re all made up in part of our past
experiences, and that the city is similar. The
past gives us something to build on for the
future, and our city’s heritage can be seen
as the foundation upon which the future
of all industry, commerce, entertainment
and the arts in Norwich will be built. I also
think that books like Norwich Memories
help the younger generations to understand
the lives of older people, and so contribute
to community cohesiveness, by increasing
communication between the generations.

“The more first-hand

recollections I hear, the
more I see the need for
them to be recorded

as part of our city’s

heritage”






